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And what has been heard in England, or in the United
States, of this most Christian dictator? A few lectures
have been given and a few articles written, but Dr.
Salazar's work is on the whole unknown to the English-
speaking world. Unknown, because unwelcome to the
Left Wing and Great Soft Centre of democracy.

We have ties with Portugal more ancient than with any
other country; and closer than with any except France.
Our trade routes converge within the Lisbon-Azores-Cape
Verde triangle, and we guarantee the scattered Portuguese
Empire. If ever we are at war again, the value of a
friendly and Christian Portugal, ensuring our communica-
tions with the Americas, the Cape, and the Mediter-
ranean, is obvious. I do not, myself, believe that either
the Mediterranean or the European Atlantic seaboard is
absolutely vital to our existence. The route by Northern
Ireland and Newfoundland, which we used in the Great
War, practically safeguards us from hostile aeroplanes
and submarines. None the less, the converse to a friendly
and Christian Portugal, with the Red Flag flying over
Lisbon, is not pleasant to contemplate.

To a deeply religious man, such as Dr. Salazar, our
attitude towards the Spanish War must have been almost
xm-understanclablc. How could we, a Christian nation,
believing in freedom, support a Government which had
permitted the wholesale slaughter of its political oppo-
nents, and which had closed practically all the churches
in its territory? How could we? The question may
have been in Dr. Salazar's mind when he answered Mr.
Cordell Hull's high-sounding Foreign Policy Statement of
July 16th, 1937* in which the American Foreign Secretary
asked the nations of the world whether they believed in
"national and international self-restraint and abstinence
from the use of force/" and blah, blah through a
plethora of platitudes, Fifty nations replied in the same